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OFFICE OF COMMISSIONER OF STATE AID AND PENSIONS, 
STATE HOUSE, BOSTON, Jan. 4, W10. 
To the Honomble Senate and the House of Representatives. 
I have the honor to present herewith to your honorable 
bodies the annual report of the department of State Aid and 
Pensions, the part relating to State and military aid and 
burials being for the year 1908, and that portion relating 
to pensions covering the year 1909. 
Very respectfully, 
CHARLES W. HASTINGS, 
Commissioner. 

REPORT. 
STATE AND MILITARY AID AND BURIAL EXPENSES. 
The expenditures on account of State and military aid 
and burial of indigent soldiers and sailors, their wives and 
widows, for the year 1908, were as follows:-
State aid to soldiers and dependents, civil war, 
State aid to soldiers and dependents, Spanish war, . 
Military aid to soldiers and sailors, civil war, 
l\lilitary aid to soldiers and sailors, Spanish war, 
Expense for burial of indigent soldiers and dependents, 
$783,451 96 
6,109 00 
30,745 22 
7,643 56 
32,401 01 
$860,350 75 
The figures above given show an increase of disbursements 
in 1908 over 1907 of about $4,000. The increase was al-
most wholly caused by the passage of an amendment to the 
State aid law, April 17, 1908, extending the date prior to 
which the widow of a civil war soldier could marry and be 
eligible to receive State aid. The date was changed from 
April 9, 1880, to June 27, 1890, and the new class of appli-
cants began immediately to apply for the aid from which 
they had hitherto been debarred. But for this sudden in-
crease in the numbers of applicants the annual report of 
disbursements for 1908 would have shown a decrease. 
The total number of recipients for 1908, civil war, was 
15,313, classified as follows: -
Pensioners, 
'Vives, 
'Vidows, . 
'Vidowed mothers, 
Dependent fathers, 
Army nurses, 
7,055 
763 
7,402 
88 
1 
4 
15,313 
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Net decrease of recipients during the year, 10. 
The total number of recipients for 1908, war with Spain, 
was 148, classified as follows: -
Pensioners, 
Wives, 
vVidows, . 
Dependent mothers, . 
Dependent fathers, 
Children, 
42 
2 
35 
41 
4 
24 
148 
Total increase during the year 1908, 15 . 
. Militm·y Aid. 
Military aid to the amount of $38,388.78 - a decrease of 
$274.79 from 1907 - was disbursed to 444 soldiers and 
sailors of the civil war, and to 127 soldiers and sailors of the 
war with Spain, making the total number aided under this 
chapter during the year 571, - a total decrease of 17 from 
the previous year. 
The medical examinations of applicants for military aid 
were made by Surg. Gen. Charles C. Foster, and his services 
were of much assistance to the commissioner in determining 
the physical condition of applicants and the amount of aid to 
be given. 
One hundred and fifteen cities and towns were visited by 
the examiners, and in all from 7,000 to 8,000 examinations 
made. 
Burial Expenses of Indigent Soldie1's, Sailors a.nd Ma1'ines, 
tltei1' Wives, Widows and Dependent Mothers, and 
A1'my Nurses, under Ohapte1' 381, Acts of 1904, and 
Oltapte1' 354, Acts of 1907, which p1'ovides for a Oom-
pensat£on of $2 to the BW'ial Agent f01' Each Pe1'son 
duly 1'etu1'ned by him. 
There were buried, during 
at an expense of 32,401.0l. 
lows :-
the year 1908, 878 persons, 
They are classified as fol-
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Civil war:-
Soldiers, 
Widows, 
Wives, 
Mothers, 
Spanish war:-
Soldiers, 
Mothers, . 
590 
194 
48 
13 
32 
1 
845 
33 
878 
A decrease of 64 cases, and a decrease III expenditure of 
$1,128.16 from 1907. 
Total Payments of State Aid since 1861. 
The total payments by the Co=onwealth for State 
and military aid and burial of indigent soldiers 
and sailors, including appropriations made by the 
General Court toward maintenance of the Soldiers' 
Home in Massachusetts, from 1861 to the close of 
1908, were. 
State and military aid and burial of soldiers and 
sailors on account of 1908, paid in 1909, 
Special laws, . 
Soldiers' Home, 
Soldiers' Home Hospital, 
Total to Dec. 1, 1909, 
$33,785,348 56 
860,350 75 
1,052 00 
85,000 00 
39,929 19 
$34,771,680 50 
The examining agents connected with the department have 
performed excellent service for the State, and I would re-
spectfully recommend that, in view of their long and efficient 
work in the State's service, the salaries of two agents be 
increased from $1,300 to $1,400 a year, and the salary of 
the female agent be increased from $1,000 to $1,200 a year. 
Deputy Commissioner Francis A. Bicknell, in addition to 
his duties in the State aid department, has immediate super-
vision of the pension department, and furnishes the following 
details of business for 1909. 
Respectfully submitted, 
CHARLES W. HASTINGS, 
Cornrnissione1' 
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PENSION DEPARTMENT. 
Herewith is submitted a brief summary of the work per-
formed in the pension department during the year 1909. 
There has been no legislation during the past year which 
materially affected our duties. For claimants who have 
filed applications with private attorneys in Washington and 
elsewhere we have written and executed many affidavits. 
Several thousand vouchers have been executed without ex-
pense to pensioners. More than the usual number of in-
quiries concerning pensions have been answered during the 
year, necessitating much correspondence. 
We have employed the same clerical force as in ] 908, and 
credit is due them for their faithful service . 
Our thanks are again due the Bureau of Pensions for the 
very prompt adjudication of our claims, and especially to 
the Ron. J. L. Davenport for his courteous r eplies to in-
quiry. His recent promotion to the office of Commissioner 
of Pensions was justly earned and worthily bestowed. 
Appended is a brief summary of the business for the year 
ending D ec. 31, 1909 : -
1,427 claims filed, classified as follows: -
Act of Feb . 6, 1907, 
Soldiers (ori ginal), . 
Soldiers (increase) , . 
"Widows, . 
Reimbursement, 
New pension certificates, 
Transfers, 
Restoration, 
Mothers, . 
Guardians, 
Wives (one-half soldier 's pension) , 
Payment of unendorsed pension check , 
745 
40 
54 
358 
98 
35 
31 
6 
4 
9 
8 
11 
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Arrears of pay and bounty, 
Certificate in lieu of discharge, 
Change of name on rolls, 
Extra pay, 
Old Claims, 
Total, 
Number of claims allowed, 
Number of claims rejected, 
Amount collected, 
Respectfully submitted, 
F. A. BICKNELL, 
9 
14 
2 
1 
1 
10 
1,427 
1,135 
107 
$37,578 84 
Deputy Commissioner, State Aid and Pensions. 



